CONNECTICUT TOWN CLERKS ASSOCIATION

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING

MINUTES OF APRIL 6, 2004

Members Present:  Elizabeth Birmingham, Esther Williams, George Buckbee, William Hamel, Betsy Barrett, Cynthia Ladwig, Laura Francis, Sandra Hutton, Joseph Camposeo, Lisa Valenti, Marguerite Phillips, Darlene DiProto, Leslie Cotton, Irene Masse, and Patricia Strauss.

President Sandra Hutton called the meeting to order at 11:50.

Upon motion by George Buckbee, with a second by Esther Williams, approval of the February meeting passed unanimously.  Lisa Valenti and Cindy Ladwig abstained.

Betsy Barrett reported for the Education Committee that May school will be held at CCSU on May 12-14.  The 13th will be for Connecticut certification, and the 12th and 14th for IIMC credits.  In conjunction with CCSU we will also be a offering computer class, tentatively scheduled for June.  County VP’s were asked to canvass their members to determine which expertise level (s) should be addressed.

Treasurer Marguerite Phillips submitted the financial report through March 31, which was approved on motion by George Buckbee with a second by Darlene DiPrato.  A copy of the report is included with these minutes.

The By-Laws still include a provision that candidates for Town Clerk of the Year.  Sandy Hutton proposed eliminating this requirement because it contrary to the new criteria already adopted.  She also proposed adding the website as a means of creating a quorum for Board and committee voting purposes.  Esther Williams moved to send the proposed changes to the membership for ratification at the spring conference.  Beth Birmingham seconded the motion, which was then approved unanimously.

Joe Camposeo presented a conceptual proposal that we hire CCSU to do a survey on the public perceptions of what the Clerk’s position is and the performance of Clerks in fulfilling that position.  The survey would be done by CCSU using target audiences in a relaxed environment.  It would be broken into five modules, each with a different target group.  The total cost would be $7500.  There was substantial discussion about the value of the information the survey would generate and the potentials for use and misuse of the report.  Esther Williams made a motion, with a second by Darlene DiPrato, to commission the study and fund it with proceeds from the May School, subject to the Association retaining complete ownership of the study data and report.

Sandy Hutton and Marguerite presented the proposed budget for the next fiscal year.  Several minor changes were made through the course of the meeting.  During the discussion, Irene Masse, with a second by Leslie Cotton, made a motion to include a $100 donation to the IIMC Region I Directors for expenses. The motion passed unanimously.  Marguerite Phillips made a motion to present the final budget proposal to the membership at the spring conference.  Beth Birmingham seconded the motion, which was then adopted by an unanimous vote.  A copy of the final budget proposal is included with these minutes.

Joe Camposeo gave the Legislative Committee report.  The Presidential Ballot bill (5592) may be tacked on to the Same Day Registration bill (SB20).  The Association is opposed to this move.

No action has been taken so far on the Governor’s budget proposal (SB35), including the sunset of the Conveyance Tax increase.  CCM is pushing to extend the increase beyond the sunset date of June 30.  They would welcome the support of the Clerks around the State.

There is a bill (5564) on electronic filing and land recording, which seeks to set up the possibility of introducing this new technology.  Essential to the Clerks is that the concept of Home Rule is imbedded in the bill, essentially destroying any possibility of centralized recording.

There is a Vital Records bill (5628), which would revert the marriage licensing system to the town of occurrence. This bill may not be raised because there is fear that legal unions and same-sex marriages may get tacked on.

Lisa Valenti reported that the target date for the certification exam June 15 in Newington.  There was some discussion about the possibility of moving the exam in the future to CCSU since they have effectively become our education center and have a classroom facility better adapted to our needs.

Lisa also reported that Kate Wall has completely re-written the “Other Duties” section of the manual.   Laura Francis reported that work is being done on a guide-book for county level certification exam study groups.

Leslie Cotton gave an update on plans for the New England conference.

With several “so moves” and “seconds,” the meeting adjourned at 2:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted

William R. Hamel

Acting Secretary

