CONNECTICUT TOWN CLERKS ASSOCIATION, INC.
A meeting of the Executive Board, held on September 6, 2007, was called to order at 11:42 AM by President Joseph Camposeo.  Those in attendance were: J. Camposeo, C. Nurmi, L. Cotton,  L. Valenti, L. Leary, M Grande, P. Strauss, J. Mascena, D. Denette, P. Ray, S. Miller, G. Salisbury, C. Lee, P. Spruance, B. Dixon, K. Wall, I. Masse, L. Terry, C. Ladwig, J. Quartiero, L. Francis, & M. Phillips.
A motion was made by Lisa Terry and seconded by Lisa Leary to accept the Secretary’s report with an amendment showing a correction of the word not to now on page 2.  Also in the same paragraph to change “The committee questioned” to “other Clerks” have questioned.  Joe Quartiero and Sharon Miller abstained.  Remaining members in favor.
The agenda was amended to move item 3 and 4 until after item 6.

Joe distributed a list of current members of the various committees and asked the committee chair to review and confirm the members.  There have been many members of the Association offering to serve on committees.  Once the reviews have been made it will allow the Board to appoint to any open positions.

Committee Reports:

Legislative: Joyce Mascena reported the committee had met on August 20, 2007.  They reviewed 2007 legislation achievements and bills that would change or amend the responsibilities of the Town Clerk.  Under consideration for this year is to change the reporting date of sport licenses to the 15th of the month; Trade Names – Creation of a formal removal form within the statutes; Campaign Finance – Eliminate the need to have the Town Committees file with the Town Clerk in addition to Election Enforcement; Election – long term storage/retention of absentee ballots with the executed ballots.  Various elections considerations also reviewed.  Other items discussed were provisional ballots and who distributes them – Town Clerk/ Registrars, definition of Admitting Official, presidential ballot procedures and minority representation determination following elections.

At this point the Agenda reverted back to allow for the Treasurer’s report.  Marguerite Phillips presented the report which was reviewed by the Board.  A motion was made by Laura Francis and seconded by Joe Quartiero to accept the report as presented.  All in favor.  The Board then returned to committee reports.

Education:  Kate Wall reported for Therese Pac who was unable to attend.  Seventeen members attended the August computer class at CCSU.  We will be moving to the CCSU campus for future classes.  Attendance sheets and other reporting standards have been completed.  We are negotiating a new contract with CCSU and the cost of the classes will be reduced.  Other items considered by this committee were a review of IIMC affiliation, possible regionalization of the Connecticut Institute to allow nearby states that do not have their own institute to attend ours.  IIMC has issues with giving credits for those in the MMCA program for Word or Excel computer classes.  They believe this could be conceived as promoting a product.  This is still under discussion.

Certification: Lisa Valenti reported that 11 Clerks and Assistants had passed the exam.  She presented modifications to the eligibility requirements to make up modules that had been missed. In order to be eligible to take the course for credit a person must be a permanent member of a Town Clerk’s office.  If a person is not employed in a Town Clerk’s office and takes the courses they will not qualify for certification.  A review of eligibility and procedure for make up classes was presented.
Scholarship:  Sharon Miller reported that 10 scholarships, in the amount of $100 each, had been awarded this year.  A new application form is available and will be distributed at the September conference.  A discussion was held on increasing the amount of scholarships.  A motion was made by Marguerite Phillips and seconded by Ginger Salisbury to increase the range in the amount of a scholarship to between $100 - $200 with these funds to be used towards education.  Following a brief discussion a vote was taken:  In favor 11, Opposed 1.

Membership:  Lisa Leary spoke on mentors and retirees.  She asked Clerks to inform her when another Clerk might need or desire a mentor.  There also is a list of Clerks who would serve in a town temporarily if needed.  These are Clerks who have retired but would be interested in working on a temporary basis.

Vitals:  Kate Wall reported that we are happy to have the increase in fees.  Staffing at the Vital Records office is down considerably which sometimes makes response time longer that usual.  Web base vitals is forthcoming.  They are still waiting to see if the regulations will be effected by the Patriot Act.  Some towns report receiving out of state death certificates and would like some direction about this from Dept. of Health.  There is no provision for indexing or issuing copies of these certificates.  It was suggested to just create a file for these certificates.
Conference:  Dan Carey was not able to attend this meeting.  Joe Camposeo reported that the spring conference will be held at the Trumbull Marriott on April 23 – April 25th with Fairfield County as the hosts.  The September conference is set to go.  Windham County and New London County are co-hosts for this conference.  We have received sponsorships in the amount of $19,600 from various vendors.  The program will include a Thursday morning session with the staff from the Office of the Secretary of the State.  Thursday afternoon will be a presentation by Lance Decker on how to create more community involvement.  Friday morning will include sessions on FOI and a presentation from DEP.  It was suggested that another payment category should be included which would allow for attendance on Thursday and Friday without the banquet.  C. Nurmi will present a proposal at the next meeting.  A discussion was held regarding the re-organization of the program for the conference.  It was proposed that professional development classes should be held on Friday and the “nuts and bolts” classes should all be held on Thursday.  If Clerks are only able to attend one day it doesn’t allow them to hear important information that might be discussed on the second day.  A request was made by NEMCI to hold a fund raiser at this conference.  A motion was made by Marguerite Phillips and seconded by Cathy Nurmi to allow NEMCI to do a 50/50 raffle on Wednesday evening and Friday morning.  All in favor.
Retirees:  There will be three Clerks honored at the conference:  Carol Smith-Granby, Cynthia Simon – Newtown, and Nora Johnson – Pomfret.

Technology:  The committee is continuing discussion with the Secretary of the State’s Office regarding computerizing additional forms.  The technology survey indicated 32 towns without public search computers.  The committee is planning to contact these towns to determine what they need to provide a search terminal for the public by January, 2009 and determining if they will need help from the Association to contact their administration or need help with applying for a State grant.  They have met with the Dept. of Revenue Services to discuss computerizing the Conveyance Tax form. They have also reviewed paid advertising on the Town Clerk website.

Town Clerk of the Year:  Ballots have been counted and the recipient has been determined.  The Award has been ordered and will be presented at the conference.

By-laws:  There was no report available.  There will possible be items to be considered at the spring conference.

Election/FOI/SOS Liaison Committee:  Leslie Cotton reported that this committee has been divided into three sub-committees.  The FOI sub-committee has not met as of yet.  The SOS sub-committee has been very time consuming.   Election Enforcement sub-committee has met with Jeff Garfied, Nancy Staniewicz and Joan Andrews.  The discussed the role of the committee.  The aim is to open the lines of communication.  There were two sessions held at the LOB covering campaign financing which were well attended and received.  This group will be meeting again in December to consider items to be addressed in the next legislative session.  The SOS sub-committee has met numerous times in combination with the Registrars of Voters and members of the SOS staff to address the changes in legislation.  They have reviewed the Moderator’s Handbook and a guideline outlining the duties of the Town Clerk and the Registrars for the November election  has been prepared and forwarded to all parties.

IIMC Region I report:  Bernice Dixon, Region I Director, reported on courses other states are offering and which have been approved by IIMC for certification credit.  We have had some problems with accreditation of our certification courses.  Guidelines, which were approved in 1999, will be applied to all applications.  Communication seems to be a problem.  Currently there are 757 members in Region I: CMC’s break down as follows: Connecticut – 48, Massachusetts – 68, Maine – 68, New Hampshire – 70, Rhode Island – 21 and Vermont 14.  MMC’s: Connecticut -7, Massachusetts – 7, Maine – 1, New Hampshire – 0, New York – 9, Rhode Island -2 and Vermont -1.  The 2010 conference location has not been determined as of yet but it will be in Region 11.  An England locations is under consideration.  The study abroad program in the United Kingdom will be held in October.  The 2008 conference will be held in Atlanta on 5/18 – 5/22.  New membership brochures are available.  Due to staffing there is a backlog in the qualification of certification applications.  The Region 1 meeting will be held 3/27/08 – 3/28/08 in Saratoga, New York.

Goals will be addressed next time.  Joe will be sending a report to the members of the board regarding what he has received so far.

Beth Birmingham has resigned as Assistant Treasurer.  Carolyn Keilly of Simsbury will be the new website manager.

 Being no further business to come before the board a motion to adjourn was made by Joe Quartiero and seconded by Marguerite Phillips.  Meeting adjourned at 2:58 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Secretary
